who knows bibliography and the research needs of students, teachers of historical reference courses should consider the inexpensive paperbound edition for required reading. ILLINOIS This work will facilitate serious research as well as reveal to even casual readers the great complexity of the Civil War in America. The annotations provide a glimpse of the diversity of the Civil War experience and remind us that the war involved more than famous generals. The firsthand accounts document the rigors of army life, the true horror of battle, the plight of the pathetic wounded in inadequate hospitals, the struggles of families left behind, and the often inhumane conditions endured by prisoners of war.
Iowa's contribution to the war is represented by more than forty accounts from thirty different regiments which encompass almost every major and minor campaign from the Dakotas to Sherman's March to the Sea. The bibliography contains entries for letters and memoirs of soldiers' wives who reported on conditions in Iowa.
One problem with this work is that the annotations are uneven in length and sometimes in quality. Books usually receive longer descriptions, but there are perplexing exceptions. Article annotations suffer the same difficulty. More serious, this bibliography is plagued by literally dozens of embarrassing misspellings and typographical errors, including errors in the index. Three accounts were garbled when portions of the titles or annotations were lopped off. The author and the publisher deserve considerable blame for marring what otherwise is a valuable reference work.
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